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THE CANADIAN GRENADIER GUARDS -OVERSEAS BATTALION
"EIGHTY SEVENTH"

Many Gaspesians are no doubt familiar with the excellent,
illustrated booklet, "VALOUR REMEMBERED - Canada and the First
dorld War", published in commemoration of the 60th anniversary
of the Armistice of the First World War under the authority of
the then Minister of Veterans Affairs, the late Hon. Daniel J.
MacDonald. In his Introduction the Minister wrote, in part:

"++..The twin pylons of Canada's majestic, sorrowful
Vimy Memorial have been likened to " a gate leading
to a better world". 1t is my firm conviction that
we Canadians will continue to play an important role
in the advancement of the great causes of mankind:
beace, disarmament, human rights and, ultimately,
social justice - those Same virtues Canadians fought
and died for, on foreign soil, sixty years ago..."

In many Gaspesian communities monuments or cairms stand in
commemoration of those who served and died in World War I.
Organizations such as the Canadian Legion are devoted to the
remembrance of those who fell and to the service of those
veterans who survived. GASPE OF YESTERDAY has recently been
reminded of one important chapter of Gaspesian service in the
First World Wwar through access to a remarkable volume, " A
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD AND SOUVENIR OF THE CANADIAN GRENADIER GUARDS,
OVERSEAS BATTALION, "EIGHTY SEVENTH", COL. F.S.MEIGHEN, 0.C."
This publication which includes the photographs of all officers
and men of the "EIGHTY SEVENTH" serves to recall more than

forty sons of Gaspesia who served in the ranks of that famous
battalion.

This volume, the property of the late Private W.D. Frank,
No. 177878, Fourteen Platoon of the "EIGHTY SEVENTH", was made
available to GASPE OF YESTERDAY by his daughter, Mrs, Ellen Frank
Armatage of Melbourne Ridge, Qué.
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INTRODUCTION

I

'The Canadian Grenadier Guards, Overseas Battalion, Qque
official number among the infantry units of Canada's Overseas
Force is Eighty- seven, was organlzed to represent 1ﬂ concrete
form on active serv1ce. the_t*adltlons and the splrlt of the
serfior Militia Regiment of Canada and the oldest volunteer

“‘Regiment in the British melre. the rlrst Reglment. Canadian
' Grenadler Guards. :

: From the hour the news, reached Montreal that a state of war
existed between Great Britain and Germany, the .First Regiment
had bent all its efforts to the discharge of the new and heavy
résponsibilities which had so suddenly been thrust on it in®
common with all units of the Active Militia. I® had given freely
of its officers and men; -it -had taken its full' share of “the -
onerous duties of patrq%;ing and protecting the great rail-‘and
water routes which. center at Montreal; it had ‘maintained its own
strength by tralnlng officers and men to replace and to follow
those who had gone on’active service. The organ1zat10n of the
Overseas Battaliorl, “the’‘Canadian Grenadier Guéfds, was the loglcal

culmination of these~eafiler'act1v1tles.' e
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The First Reglmenx,ﬁeanadlan Grenadier Guards, -traces its

history through the First Regiment, Princeof:Wales Fusiliers,
to the First Prince. of Wales Regiment, a rifle regiment,'and to
the Sixth Battalion: Fusiliers. Through the:-first of these' it
derives its title as the oldest volunteer Regiment in the British
_Empire, the Prince of Wales Regiment having: heen orgarfized s a
battalion in 1859. Both the First Regiment.&nd the Sixth Fusiliers

'!were on active service during the Fenian Raids of 1866 and'1870,
 ,-and the First Regiment was next for duty in Montreal: at’the time of
the Northwest Rebellion in 1885, being encamped under arms For a
month ready to go to the front. When the first South African
contingent was formed. the First Regiment ;ontrlbuted its.- full
quota of officers and men.
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In 1898, the First Battalion, Prince of Wales Regiment, and the
Sixth Battalion Fusiliers were amalgamated into one regiment of the
Active Militia as the First Battalion Prince of Wales Fusiliers,

In 1911, Major General ééfson,'then a Lieutenant-Colonel, was
approdchied by “the Milifia' authorities and asked if he would under-
take the reorgahiiitﬁbn‘of'tHéIFirs{'Regiment. This he,agregd to do
on condition that he was given a free nhand in the selection of his
officeréf:théttthe°Regiment shéﬁld_bé fenémed and made a Regiment of
oot Guafds wﬁiié“stiii'prééer#inékgis;identity as the fipst Regiment
of the Active Militia of Canada; and that it should be provided with
an armoury: of "¥ts own. The first two officers whom General Carson
asked: to co-operate with him in building up a new and stronger
battaldon “on the historic foundations of the old First Regiment

were: Col.rF;S;ﬂMeighen and Lieut.-Cok: W.,0.H. Dodds, both of whom

had been for years actively assocrated ‘with militia work, The
reorganization was officially promulgateéd in Militia Orders of
January,.1912;sEn'&pril.l9l4,-the Regiment" took possession of its
new‘anduheauﬁifulmarmoury on -Esplanad€ “Avenue facing Mount Royal Park.

R -

. The outbreak of hostilities An August,1914, found the Regiment

_prepared and féaqy‘td:tprn its hand, from the parades and drills of

" peace to the griﬁ reaiities of war. The. night that the news of the
declaration of war reached Montreal, the Guards were at drill in
thein;anmpurynanﬂ amﬂetachment'of‘ﬁfficerﬁiand men marched direct
from their parade toractive guard-dut¥ on: the canals and water front.
Within a week, refruiting had begur for the "Royal Montreal Regiment",
the: Fourteenth Overseas Battaliom,"with Colonel Meighen in command
and: eleven otherioffiters and 357" hon-commissioned officers and men
_from;ﬁhezFirstvﬁggiment in the ranks. Major Dodds helped to'récruit
the Regimentaandwthen.went forward with'the Field Artillery. The
fighting around Festubert angs St.Julien, in which the Royal Montreal
Régiment:playedmso.gloriously a part;- took“heavy toll of théﬁbfficers
and men. .; ke 1) IERT e T Y G bk g

for more officers @hd men to join thé-TweBty—third Battalion, under
Lieut.-Col. F.W.Fisher; to this unit the Guards supplied two Captains,
four Lieutenants, and 269 non-commissioned officers and men., In May

1915, the Sixtieth Battalion wasg authorized and raised, the Guards
furnishing its alloted quota of six officers and 225 men. The First
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Regiment has had representation as well among the officers and men
of the Twenty-fourth afd Seventy-tiird Infantry Battalions, and the
various other units raised in Montreal:for overseasiﬁéfviéé.

~ The organization of a_ "speciad™- over%éas battallon,_from and by

it e First Regiment was freguemtly and-earhestly discussed.during the
months following the departure.of-the- Rd?aitﬁontreal Regiment During
“this time, the Home Regiment-was giving “its full share of.officers

and men to the various units raised  for overseas serv1ce -~ it was,
nevertheless, the strong desire of both offlcers and men, 4o furnish
another overseas battalion to be known as the Canadian Grenadler Guards

and which should be representative of the rlrst Regiment,.-as the senior
battallon of the Canadian Militia. 34

-

This hope took definite form on the return of Colonel ‘Meighen to
Montreal in June, 1915 and when, early 1n Septgmber. he ‘wds able to
announce that the Militia Department ‘had authgrlzed him to-‘raise
another overseas battalion to be known as the Canadlan Grenadier
Guards, the response was immediate and enthuﬁlastlc. JORS L

-\"V‘ -

;(A class for the prellm;ngry tralnlng of-nons comm1531oned offlcers
was opened on September 26%h at the Armoury: ofithe First R“glment.
which was the headquarters of the Overseas:Battalion untlf the unit
moved to its winter quarters. Actlve recruiting began on Uctober 23rd
and in seven weeks the Battallon was raised .and ready for 1ts winter

training in barracks at St.Johns. e avdTa 4"q
(e
- Something over fifty per cent-of the mei’ 37 ihe Regimept. were

recruited in Montreal but every: Province dTEEé;;da had 1ts~~;
representation in the Battalionv.Some two Hﬁndred recrultg were
from the Eastern Townshlgs:Lafnon31derable number came fromtthe
Ottawa Valley; Dundas County -furnished its 66h%}hgent. wh}le groups
from Cobalt, Halleybury, the "Porcupine Country“. Gaspé, anq -even

far<eff Alberta, made the Battalion a thoroughly representatlve
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"Canadian" unit. T vadd oY ”“"_ :
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ROLL CﬂLL OF GASPESIANS - "EIGHTY SEVENTH"

“RANK-2AND ° e

bt

REGIMENTAL ym~a
NUMBER PLATOON
i% rhywa oy NAME R L > ADDRESS ' NUMBER
'1?;26 Prwate Cr Boulet r:75 Gaspé 15
4 '175265ﬂ€n Prlvate C:G+ Boulet" Gaspe __ ”35
' l??“éiﬁywl Prlyaxeﬂy As Bnurgalse ~ CGaspé .fgs
_ 177255 .y, zoFdvate A.Brien safsfr pxyr --;J:S
 $Pago _n,;Prlvate Je Broadbray sofisra Gaséé '“is
. D oo e ; o4
SPTaE PTG e e Gaspe 3
: Prlvate A.Coffin-i.. MZLDBL G = -l
77268 nPrlvate M.Coffin . . I%:n %4 il 15
o 1i27269 Privite H. Sopetn o s s 1o
4 178> 7 ., jﬁfi?ate 5.5 C Sk ol spe 15
A782h3.1¢ bes Ry ofEi 5. 5. 111 Gasp 1S
377273 Sr1s vate L K Coffln o wsCi-----S--'-l“i"Gaspé 15
i B ‘?J 4 = Pr
177806 Pr;;::::e J ]?Ppnc"r'f"sﬂlﬂJ. apur uuGaSpe 15
177229 : e J P.Fernie i fue; Ga8pé 15
3 ¢f1 fo- trneRPivatécRL S Fltzpatrlck . smcGaspé 15
13; H53 00, arPrivate BT gufgnior e 1'UJHGaspé A8
. 2 ¥ e gh PR ok BC 1, b B iy
1:?6 ol Privdte G, Ay G’arre‘t:‘t' .GaE é o
1?7260 L.'.,?,T."'Pm S I Lan lQ LBNSTARND O p‘ :1=5
177639 ~g o-Prdvate A, s lsnvt»i 57+ Gaspe P 5
17764 " VDE3 ¢ J LELaChEUI‘ AR F“G.a.spé & ,15
l??zéz Private A.W.LeLacKiug ' "~ °° c‘Il'.‘rsuapr;i 15
Pri oy vt}
pppEEgTiae 3;? ivatg E.J.Lindsaye: "‘_'t"‘Gaspé e
177858 P=° ,pirixate J.H. LeSueus " ’“”_'* Gaspe -15 ,
D twnen PoAERER I LundStren ' s 157 Sy 2,2
177939 " Privat Jre SF, gspe +15-
l??asb amea UMy ‘le Jda xLe‘-Seeleur ’ mGaspe -tl,',s"j‘i
177820 " : nond o se AR, Mim’mt‘m W3- grand 1
?? Peré;t&[G M Mor v & qﬂ‘- - } "5"":_
l??@- 2028 _, VI B ‘ E}aspe 235
7 Private J.Nos en: 2kt - A8
17higgresene ¥ AgloqrNoSewarthyl™ -t °67 Sdagng Jkﬁr”
Prlvate J.H.Palmer " i "
177186 Private W.J 15
«J.Palmer Gaspé
177188 Private P.H 15
-H.Patterson Gaspé 15
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GIVEN

. PLATOON

REGIMENTAL RANK AND

NUMBER NAME -- ADDRESS NUMBER
177967 Private C.G.Pattérson d’Peninsula_ ; 15
177556 Private C.H. Phillips ~ Peninsula ok o &8
177638 . Private R.H.Simpson N Rosebrldge s - 15
177270 Private E.Sinnett =~ '~ “Gagpé '_ - 15
177452 Private R.D.West __Grand Greve‘_ 15
178175 Private D.Cupningﬁﬁ~@ - Gaspé - 16
177807 Private w,V.Kenney Gaspe€ Harbour 16
178174 Private D.G.Miller Gaspé 13
177456 -: Privaté ‘M.Blue Grand Metis .. . 11
178065 Private C.E.Skene Shigawake - 7
178066 Privaté_A.éllgﬁT‘ < axShigawake: -. @~ 7
177143 PrivatéiElf.Cléfﬁé ;s GABPE. oy o 7

When the Soldiers' War Memorial Monument in Memory of the Men of
Gaspé was unvelled on Jqu Zthg.LQthhy-Ma;qr-&en&ral_sr? QEVld
Watson, “K.C.B., C‘MHG.. Leglon of Honour, -fully .a «third of the- " 2°
names-inscribed as hav1ng lald dowq ~their, lives. in ¢the Great War -
were members of the "éiGHTY SEVENTH" {On.that solemn océasion
the Order of Service was prefaced Dby the lines of the pdef s - ~ *°
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"Blow out;yﬁﬁ’bugles. over thé rich gead s Bl -b

There!s none' of-‘these" so ionely ana poqx‘of ng*
But, .dying,has Wade' us rarer glfts than ~801d.. -
These laid*the world away; p6ﬁ§éd“5ut the red
Sweet wine of youth; gave up the years to be i
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene,

That men call age: and those who would have been,  ©

Their"~ son§ fﬁe§;é£Gél .hexr Ammortality,. "
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It_was particularly :fitting that the' Serficq was coﬁduqted L by zha

Rey, .J.W.Wayman, M4y Rector ¢f St. Paul™s Church. Gaspe WhEy & uamin
during the War.wasfﬂhaplaln'a%tached to fhe Canadian Grenad;g; Guards
in the Fourth Canadizr: Dividion'", Of Rev. Wayman. the Sen;gr

Chaplain of the*Divi'sion, the Rev. AWM Eordop would 1atar_wr1te in
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remaln among and ige fg“b}cé;%gépe Par‘gt,h for, the rest o his life.
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